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Anto´nio V. Xavier (1943–2006)Professor Anto´nio Xavier died on the 7th May, of a pancre-
atic cancer, having revealed during the last 18 months great
courage and spirit, a characteristic that marked him through-
out his life.
He was born in Porto, Portugal, in August 1943. Having ﬁn-
ished his ﬁrst degree in Chemical Engineering in 1969 at the
Instituto Superior Te´cnico (IST), Technical University of Lis-
bon, immediately afterwards he moved to Oxford where, under
the supervision of Professor Robert J.P. Williams, he obtained
in 1972 his Ph.D in the ﬁeld of NMR using paramagnetic
molecules which allowed the determination of the ﬁrst 3D
structures.
On his return to Portugal, Anto´nio launched and directed the
Molecular Biophysics Group at IST which soon after became
the most well-known and productive group in Portugal. Com-
bining biophysical and biochemical approaches, Antonio along
with his students and collaborators contributed greatly to the
unravelling of the bioenergetic metabolism of sulphate-reduc-
ing bacteria. In addition, his group discovered and character-
ized several novel metal ions in the active sites of proteins,
determining their physical–chemical properties, the structural
basis for their cooperativity in electron-proton transfer and
the role of this in energy transduction mechanisms.
Anto´nio’s research leading to more than 220 publications in
major journals, is internationally recognized much of which
due to his personal drive and commitment to science. In addi-
tion to his engagement and love for science, Anto´nio devoted a
great deal of his time in serving the scientiﬁc community at
large. An example of this was his direct involvement in the cre-
ation of the New University of Lisbon. In this respect, one of
his most outstanding achievements was his foresight in found-
ing the Instituto de Tecnologia Quı´mica e Biolo´gica (ITQB)
placing Portuguese science at the front edge of modern scien-
tiﬁc developments. The ITQB has become an open institution
where biological questions are approached in a multidisciplin-
ary way exploiting the collaborations he fostered between
groups from diﬀerent backgrounds. The ITQB is now ranked
‘excellent’ by external and foreign evaluation panels and isdoi:10.1016/j.febslet.2006.06.001considered one of the leading research Institutes both at the
national and international level.
Anto´nio was a member of the FEBS Advanced Courses
Committee between 1986 and 1988 and more recently, a mem-
ber of the FEBS Publications Committee. He was a member of
the editorial board of several international journals and has re-
ceived many awards including: in 1980 and 1988 Chevalier de
l’Ordre des Palmes Academiques (France); in 1997 –
‘‘Comendador da Ordem Militar de Santiago de Espada da
Republica Portuguesa’’; in 2001 – The Medal of the Portu-
guese Biochemical Society; and in 2004 – The Prize ‘‘Estı´mulo
a` Exceleˆncia’’ from the Ministry of Science and Technology.
In 2005 he was awarded the FEBS Diploˆme d’ Honneur for
his contributions to FEBS and to the scientiﬁc community.
This honour is conferred only to those who have given much
of their time to the beneﬁt of others. In July of this year he
would have received the eighth Eurobic Medal for his invalu-
able contributions to Bioinorganic Chemistry.
Those of us who have had the privilege of knowing him per-
sonally could feel his warmth and generosity of spirit and his
consuming interest in putting forward new ideas and discuss-
ing them. The scientiﬁc community has indeed suﬀered a great
loss at his demise.
I personally grieve deeply for his absence and a great sense
of emptiness now stands in the place of our long-lasting friend-
ship. On behalf of all of our community, I would like to extend
our condolences to his wife Paquita and to his children Karina
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